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Thig statement is the result of an interview with Iieutenant Commander
D, A. Hurt, USN, Commanding Officer, U,%,S. PERCH (S 176) by Captain William
H., Brockman, jr., USN, Commander Submarine Division One Hundred Thres.
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About the 25th of February 1942, while patrolling off the southern exits of
KENDARI, and while engaged in making a night surface attack on a Japanese supply
ship, he opened fire and one shell hit the conning tower fairwater and exploded in-
gide the doghouse, rupturing the main antenna ‘trunk, severing several electrical
leads, and rupturing tne air line to the whistle. The standard compass was flooded.
We were subsequently able to make temporary repairs to the radio trunk and were able
to transmit a message to ComSubs telling him that radio reception was all right, but
transmission doubtful. The following night our patrol station was shifted successively
to the westward into the Java Sea., A large Japanese convoy of troopships had been
sighted in the Western part of the Java Sea whose purpose was to land on the island
of Java. They cruised around for two or three days to the south of BAWEAN ISLAND.
Their proposed landing point was not definitely known, The last station assignment
I was given was received in orders on the night of Feburary 28, 1942, By this time
the landing point of the convoy had been announced and orders were given to disregard
all assigned zones and lane boundaries and proceed to attack the convoy at the landing
point. About an hour and a half after surfacing on the night of March 1, 1942, two
Japanese destroyers were sighted. We dived, the Japanese destroyers: passing us well
out of range and after going on by for a distance of about four or five miles, turned
and came back in our direction, one of them coming close to my position. I prepared
to attack with torpedoes. One destroyer was on such a course as to pass just across
my stern and I had prepared for stern tube shots. There was a full moon and 1 was
able to take periodic periscope observations. On taking my last look when the
destroyer was at a range of 800 to 1000 yards I noticed that he had changed course
sharply to the right and was speeding up heading directly for me. Thinking I was in
about 200 feet of water I ordered 180 feet depth, Upon reaching a depth of around
90 to 100 feet the destroyer crosse i tring of depth charges.
Shortly after this I hit bottom at 147 feet. harges was dropped,
pelievedly, by the second destroyer. 1 got clear from the bottom and started evasion
tactics, After about two hours I was able to shake the destroyers. During these
depth charge attacks power was lost on the port shaft. Before surfacing we noticed
that the pressure hull in the after battery compartment on the starboard side forward,
and the port side aft had been appreciably distorted and the conning tower showed
definite distortion in two or three places. Upon surfacing no enemy was in sight., We
continued charging batteries and air banks and proceeded in the direction of the
Japanese landing. About two hours before sunrise the following morning, March 2, 1942,
two Japanese destroy 3 were again sighted, We dived, I felt uy best plan of evasion
was to lie on the bouuom so that I could stop all machinerye Particularly because I
had to use the trim pump almosi constantly. We landed on the bottom in 200 feet of
water., The Japanese destroyers had either sighted us before we dived, or else located
us with their sound gear, and came straight for us dropping depth charges. I tried
to move from the bottom to evade but was unsuccessful. They apparent ly decided to
postpone depth charge attacks until daylight, in the meanwhile maintaining sound
contact constantly. At what we thought was about sunrise they made three more
attacks, running straight over us from a constant bearing, and then stopped attacking.
During one of these attacks our depth gauge suddenly changed from 200 to 228 to 230
feet, There were no further attacks and we laid on the bottom until sunset on the
evening of March 2, 1942, and then tried to surface. After about one hour we were
able, after closing emergency vents, to break loose from the bottom, Upon surfacing
no enemy was in sight. After successively trying all four engines we finally got
one engine on the line and got underway at a gpeed of about five knots and we gob
auxiliary engine started charging. (Note: Reduction gears, grounds, broken jars,
engine room hatch leaked badly and he had made arrangements to scuttle). All gyro
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repeaters were out and we had to steer by coaching the steersman with one man
watching the master gyro COmpas3. Then the problem came up of whether we could dive
on the morning of March 3, 194%. The decision was made to try to make a running dive.
About an hour and a half before sunrise on March 3, 1942, an attempt was made to

make a running dive. Water poured in from the conning tower hatch, from the engine
room hatch and the flange between the three inch circulating water line and the
pressure hull was leaking badly., This was helped somewhat by tightening up on the
flange. The boat took a big up angle. I thought that as we would get deeper in

the water the conning towver and engine room hatch would seal but this was not the case.
At around 75 feet with no signs of incoming water decreasing 1 started blowing.

(Had only one full air bank). After getting to the surface we inspected the conning
tower hatch, and between the hatch and the hatch coaming was an opening of about 3/8
of an inch which could not be closed. We removed and adjusted the dogs on the hatch
and tried to close it again but there was still approximately the same opening. We
again removed the dogs and were attempting further adjustments when the officer of
the deck reported three Japanese destroyers in sight. They opened fire on us, five
or six shots landing in the water nearby. The gun could not be trained or elevated
and also the torpedoes could not be fired. (Had previously had two hot runs in the
forward room and one was suspected in the after room). At this time it was decided
to abandon and scuttle ship. All of the crew were gotten into the water safely and
the boat went down very quickly with the conning tower hatch open. The destroyers
picked up the entire crew about 9 o'clock in the morning. I and my navigating officer,
Lieutenant Van Buskrk, were transferred to a heavy cruiser, the ASHIGARI, flagship

of the Japanese Third Fleet,

By interrogating Lieutenant Commander Hurt, it was found that no attempt was
made to destroy confidential publications, or the TDC and other confidential and
secret equipment.

He is certain that the spot in which the ship was scuttled was not marked, and
inasmuch as it was scuttled during darkness, I am of the opinion, as well as he,
that an attempted salvage would have been impossible. So far as he knows the entire

crew was picked up by destroyers on March 3, 1942.
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Septs 30, 1940
us were several

At 0200 March 2, 1942 We Wwere forced to submerge, apnroaching

Jar men of war. Immediately they started denth charging us, at first they were &
short distence awgy when we started to move they found us again anG wer: setting
direct hits. ALl the lights were put out by the first direct hits, ell the motors
were stopped as there were meny shoris in the electrical gear., After a short tinme
we menaged to get the lighte on agein, the depth chargiang contl wed until 1500,
There were many indentations i the hull but none were broken through. Two main
10tors were out of commission and f*]EF main
leaving us two on the starboard side, some motors were brolen,

volts on maih engines &nd generators were broken, hatches were sprung, fuel tenks
1ub oil tenks, ond two air banks were broken, soue torpedoes ran in the tubes, TOr-

~edo tube Goors were jammed, periscopes and meny batteries were broken.

ke e

]

encsines.,. The motors wert diaconnected
the holding down

At 2030 we tried to surface but were stuck in mud, the third attempt we broke
loose and surfaced, on top-side were meny pieces of denth chorce the gun would not
train. We ran on the surface 2ll nicht on one man engine and cherging batteries

with auXe.

“_‘5

At 0800 tried to dive, were down forty feet when the stern started drooning fast.
{ Hatches were lealting Very badly, byvBowisg all balast and 111l power we menaged to

gurface.

‘:ucn we broke surfsce there wers three Jap desupyers snd two cruisers, Imnmedi=-

ately they started firing but no hits, the Captain gave the order to abendon and
fired at we were i-° the water, destroyers came OVer where

scuttle shipe They ifired vex
he ship went down and dropped more depio chergess
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When we were spotted in the water two boalse were lowered from one destroyer =nd
sent out to pick us ups. We were searched and roned off, they gave us tea, hardtack,
and cigarettes. The Ceptain and ex were teken T0 & cruiser for cuestioning.

We werc transferred to & Dutch Hospitel ship soumewhere in the Southeastern Borneeo
at 0220 March 4, we arrived in lMakasser on wareh © the next day were taken 1o the
prison campe

The food was very bad, we only ate two times & day for several weeks. Many men

were beaten for not understending, after a few deys we vere made to work cleanin:
wy the city. Three men tried to escane but were coptured, the Japs read the sentence
- to all hends, the three men would be shot they were taken out of camp and never re-

turnede

to & new camp Which the Americans built.

After sbout two yvears we were trensferred
decku, the camp was in @ roqtrinted

The buildings were made of bamboo with brick
ares, durins reiny season water covered half 1
We were given very little clothes.

Vedical surnliefl were only brought in every three months, t&
last & weekes

The nunishment wes very hard, one Americen wWes besten 78 times with a club larger

thsn o baseball bat, the food was getting less, the work was cetting harder, longer
1900 with one hour off for dinner if you were lucky.

hours from 0700 to
i0 2240




Many of the men were forced to work making war weapons, hand grenades, treneh nar~
tars, and others.

Five men frem the Perch dled while in prisont

Edwards CiM
Newsome GMM
Deves CPM
Wilson ¥0l/e
Brown M2 e

paniel Chist EM3/e USKH.
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2 A.Me on the morning of Mareh 2nd. We contasted the ememy. We submerged to
spproximately 160 feet. Japanese destroyers picked us up by sound gear. Immeds
lately we were heavily depth charged. This never ceased until the latter part of
the afternoon approximately 5 P.M. Some of the Lub. 04l tanks with bad leaks,
other: bueted completely gave vent to mmeh lub oil rising to the surface. Sec=
ing so much oil (fuel oil and lub) the Japs thought we were finished and imnedw-
iately left the vicinity. With sound gear unoperateable and periscope finie
gshed, we had no way of lmowing if the enemy had left or not.

From cemse.ess depth charging the boat was driven completely in the mmd. And ab
spproximately 8:30 P.M. March 2nd we made an attempt to surface the boat. On the
last alr bank 1* menaged to 1ift from the mud. No ships in sight.

We got underway on No. 3 main engine. No. 1, 2, and 4 beyond repair. Managed to
charge batteries on 1 and 2 auxilisries. All engines vere damaged badly. JFrom
holding down bolts., to the lub oil supply. HMany electrical motors wers out of
conmiesion. There was hardly any part of the boat that had not in some way been
damaged. At about 5 A.M. we tested the boat for dive. The stern went first.

| Hatches in control room and Engine room wouldn't seal due to being warped out of

by shape by depth ch rge. After going down to 40 £¢. stern first. With boat flooding t
from both hatohes. It was immedistely decided to bdring wp to surface. After reach-
ing surface we sighted 3 destroyers and 2 eruisers on horizon. Impossidle to sub-
merge and operate. We tried the 3 in. tc engage the enemy. 3 in. wouldn't train
out. 1t also was out of commission. Ompdain ordered All Hands top-side. The
enemy fired 3 salvoes but missed us completelye We flooded the boat and as it
slowly went under, the officer: from the bridge sunk all papers that were of mili-
tary value. Then it went under. Most of the men were still standing on topside
when the boat left us. Colors were flying till the last. This was slightly af ter
day-break, March 3rd, 1942. Japs made 2 runs, passed men in water, they layed off,
and sent rescue boats out to plek us up. We were in the water approx. 45 minutes.
After stripping men of life jacket and lungs and most all articles that were per-
sonel (money, pictures, etc.) they put us on Stbd.-side, aft. Under way all day
Nareh Zrd and was transferred Mareh 4%h 2 A.M. to csptured Hospital ship taken
from the Dutch. Very little food. This was on the Southeastern Coast af Bornee.

We were then taken on same ship to Makassar Celebes and were prisoners there until
the end of the war.

Hard labor and poor conditions followed. Many died from lack of proper food
and mediczl attention. Of the Perch erew that died vere-(1) A.K. ﬂ.liomlg CMM;
(2) Edwards, CiM; (3) Brown, MM2e; (4) Wilson, MMle; (5) Dewes, OPhM=-All from
malnutrition indirectly. Some of the Perch erevw were transferred to Japam, left
the Celebes Sept. 16, 1942, Irn the momths of Janm., Feb., March and April many
men died. Over 300 Eanglish, 32 Americans snd many Dutfh and Dutch Malayans died
this year. Results from overwork, poor food and preetically no medicine.

American prisoners of war in Celebes were allowed no mall, no Red Oross from
the time eaptured until day of release.

B.E. Arnette
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PERCH (SS 176)

Having been serviced at Port Darwin, Australia,
PERCH (Lt. Cdr. D. A. Hurt) departed on 3 Febru-
ary 1942 for her second patrol, in the Java Sea. At
this time the Japanese campaign to secure the Nether-
lands East Indies was at its height. The Philippines
had been effectively neutralized by them, and their fall
was only a matter of time. The Japanese were forcing
their way down the Strait of Makassar, and an invasion
of Borneo or Java was imminent.

From 8 February to 23 February PERCH was sent
several reports concerning enemy concentrations near
her area, and was directed to patrol or perform recon-
naissance in various positions near the islands of the
Java Sea. On 25 February she was directed to go
through Salajar Strait and patrol along the 100 fathom
curve northeast of the Kangean Islands as part of the
force then attempting to defend Java.

On 25 February she reported two previous attacks
with negative results, and stated that she had received
a shell hit in her conning tower, which, damaging the
antenna trunk, made transmissions uncertain, but she
could receive. On 27 February, she sent a contact re-
port on two cruisers and three destroyers at 6°-08'S,
116°-34'E. No further reports were received from her
and she failed to arrive in Fremantle where she had
been ordered by dispatch.

The following account of what happened to PERCH
is taken from a statement made by her surviving Com-
manding Officer, who was repatriated at the end of
hostilities, having been held by the enemy. The last

-~ station assiganment-was -given-~RERCH-on28 February—— -

1942, in the Java Sea. A large enémy convoy had been
cruising about for several days, waiting to land on
Java; now the objective had been discovered and sub-

marines were to disregard their areas and attack at

the landing point.

Shortly after surfacing on the night of 1 March,
PERCH sighted two destroyers, and dove. After the
destroyers had passed well clear, they came back, one
near PERCH. Hurt prepared to attack with torpedoes,
but at 800 to 1000 yards the destroyer turned straight
toward him. The Commanding Officer ordered 180 feet.
At 90 to 100 feet, the destroyer passed overand dropped
a string of depth charges; shortly thereafter PERCH hit
bottom at 147 feet.:

During the depth charge attacks which followed, the
ship lost power on her port screw, but she managed to
pull clear of the bottom and surface when depth charg-
ing had ceased. Shortly before dawn two Japanese
destroyers again were sighted, and once more PERCH
went to the bottom, this time at 200 feet. Efforts to
move from the bottom were unsuccessful, and the at-
tackers continued depth charging until after daylight.

At dusk on 2 March PERCH again surfaced, after an
hour of effort. There was noenemy in sight. Reduction
gears were in bad shape, there were serious electrical
grounds and broken battery jars, and the engine room
hatch leaked badly, so arrangements were made to
scuttle if necessary.
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On trying to dive before sunrise 3 March 1942, it

was found that, due to the severe depth charge attacks .

she had been through, water poured in from conning
tower and engine room hatches, the three-inch circulat-
ing water line and leaks in the hull. Nothing the crew
did seemed to help the leakage and while further at-
tempts were being made to repair the ship, three enemy
destroyers came in sight and opened fire. The sub-
marine's gun was inoperative and torpedoes coulc¢ not
be fired. Enemy depth charges had caused three of
PERCH's torpedoes to run in their tubes, and the heat,
exhaust gases and mounting nervous tensio:. aggravated
already extremely difficult conditions. The decision
was made to abandon and scuttle her. The entire crew
got into the water safely, and all were picked up by
Japanese ships. The significant statement of Japanese
antisubmarine capabilitiesis made by Lt. K. G. Schacht,
a survivor of PERCH, that "loss of air and oil during
attacks caused both previous enemy groups to believe
their target had been destroyed".

Personnel of PERCH were taken to the illegal ques-
tioning camp at Ofuna, Japan, and then to the Ashio
mines, where they were forced to work until the close
of the war. Fifty-three of their number have been re-
ceived from the Japanese since the war's end. PERCH
was credited with sinking a 5000-ton enemy freighter
on her first patrol, conducted west of the Philippines.

. o =

- — e B

— -




' 0
A

f
— |
||
|
U.S.S. PERCH (5S5-176) |
|
Name Rate Name Rate :
ALBONEY, Francis .. ..... TM3 MONROE, ElmoP. .. .. ... EM2 '1
ARNETTE, ElbertH « o ctosis o6 El . MOORE, Thomass wiss s - o TM3 |
tATKEISON, Warren |. . v« o TM2  TNEWSOME, Albert K. .. . . CMM
BERRIDGE, Robert C. . . . . .. RM2 NORMAND, Joseph R .. ... RM2 1'
BOERSMA, Sidney H . . ... CQM ORLYK, Stephen M . . . . . . MMI |
| BOLDEN, Sidney. + « o+« « « - sC3  TOSBORNE, Robert W . .. . ... S1
| BOLTON, Vernon . . . « v« v SC2 PRRDERSEN, Victor S ... ... CEM l
tBROWN, Charles N. . . . .. MM1 PETERS, Orvel V.o v v v v v vt F1
BYRNES, Thomas F., Jr. . . . MMI PLANTZ, Ernest V. . . . . ... EM3 |
CLEVINGER, Gordon B . ... Cox REH, Theodore J . . .o v vt v RMI i
| CRIST, Daniel. « « « co v v 0o EM2 RICHTER, Paul R., Jr .. . . .. EM2 |
CROSS, Charles L., Jr ... .. CTM ROBISON, Jesse H « v e 0 v e EM2 '-
DAGUE, Lawrence W. . . . . M2 8 BIROFH JE I s Mo MM?2
DELEMAN, Bernard . . .. .. MM2  RYDER, JohnF........... LT L
TDEWES, Philip J oo« v« .« . PHARM  SARMIENTO, Macario . . .« . . 0C2 |
Yy EARLYWINE, Roland | ... ... CY SCHACHT, Kenneth G . .. ... LT 1
B EARLYWINE, Virgil E .....GM1  SCHAEFER, Gilbert E. ... ... S |
EDWARDS, Houston E. « . . . - CEM  SIMPSON, Somuel F ... ... TMI i
EVANS, Roger W. . . . ¢« « v o & TM3 STAFFORD, Frankland F., Jr . SM2
FAJOTINA, Alejo. . ... ... [@fax] TAYLOR, Glenn E. . ... ... CTM |
FOLEY, Joseph A . .. .. .. MM1  TURNER, Marion M . .. . - . . EM2 |
GILL, Benjamin§ . .+ .....EM3 VAN BUSKIRK, Beverly R LT--XO -
GOODWINE, Calvin E ... MMI VAN HORN, Edward . . . . . . EM]
TGRECO, John « s« oo s oo TMI VANDERGRIFT, Jacob J. .. LTJG
HARPER, Earl R. ¢ v v v a0 v v e S WALTON, FelixB....... MM?2
HENDERSON, Henry C ... MMI WEBB, James F . . . .. .« o QM1
HURT, David A. .. ... LCDR--CO WELCH, Freeman ........ TM3 r
KERICH, Thomas L. v o oo s oo F3  WILCOX, Myron O v e v v v oo Y1
KLECKY, Rudolph « « « « v .\ MM2  TWILSON, Robert A . ... ... FC1 |
LENTS, Robert W. . . . . e RS WINGER, Ancil W. ... v oot EM2
McCRAY, James G .+« -« « . CMM  WRIGHT,Ray Now e e e e v unnn S :
tMcCREARY, Frank E. . . . .. MM]1 YATES, Henry S « v v v v v o CMM |
t Died as Prisoner of War. |
|
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