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“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of
their duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme
sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we shall provide
a way for all Submariners to gather for the mutual benefit and enjoyment.
Our common heritage as Submariners shall be strengthened by camaraderie.
We support a strong U.S. Submarine Force.

The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will bring about the

perpetual remembrance of those shipmates who have given the supreme sacrifice.

The organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it comes in contact

with about the services our submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices
made possible the freedom and lifestyle we enjoy today."
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Spring 2026 MidWatch

Base Commander 6s Log

As we come into the spring quarter, Perch Base will be busy.

April ds meeting will take place at our

anniversary of the USS Holland being purchased by the US Navy and the
beginning of the Submarine Service. 126 years! The Navy has now had subma-
rines for more than half of its existence.

May brings our regular meeting and the remembrance that is Memorial Day.

Perch Base will remember the submariners lost on duty by conducting the full
Tolling for the Boats after the Memorial Day Services at the Phoenix National
Cemetery. If you have not participated in this event, please consider attending this
yeards ceremony. It reflects the very

June is when Perch Base celebrates its anniversary as we became an official base
of USSVI in 1995. The original organizing meeting was held in April with the
official certification as a Base in June. We have enjoyed the camaraderie of our
fellow submariners for all this time.

| have often heard the saying that this Base is yours as members. | would say that
the health of our fellowship is something that every one of us should consider.
Reach out when you see another submariner and let them know of our
organization. This is how we can continue growing and upholding the Purpose
found in our Creed.

Join us in celebrations and memories! See you soon!

Aninu all
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UNDERSEA WARFARE NEWS
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-norway-to-operate-together-to-counter-russian-undersea-threat-through-major-new-defence-agreement#:~:text=Defence%20Secretary%20John%20Healey%20MP%20said%3A&text=For%20over%2075%20years%2C%20the,at%20home%20and%20stro
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/aktuelt/norge-og-storbritannia-undertegner-historisk-forsvarsavtale/id3141862/
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/aktuelt/norge-og-storbritannia-undertegner-historisk-forsvarsavtale/id3141862/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/whats-new/prime-minister-store-met-with-prime-minister-starmer-at-10-downing-street/id3141883/
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https://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/with-orange-sunset-over-the-kola-peninsula-as-a-backdrop-uk-defence-secretary-healey-came-north-to-boost-security-ties-with-norway/425134
https://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/norway-uk-team-up-to-protect-subsea-infrastructure-against-russian-hybrid-attacksnbsp-nbsp/425193
https://www.thebarentsobserver.com/news/from-this-secret-base-russian-spy-ships-increase-activity-around-global-data-cables/226047
https://www.thebarentsobserver.com/news/from-this-secret-base-russian-spy-ships-increase-activity-around-global-data-cables/226047
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https://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/russia-warns-of-missile-firings-north-of-norway-as-nato-begins-cold-response-exercise/446570
https://vk.com/wall-101918803_48064
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The screens with positioning information were all bl ur r eodok me
pl ace or the | ocati onlhef itnHe rmmak oemn ehmys snhoitp.been confir med by
The Norwegian Armed Forces declined to confirm whether they ol
irhis is classified informati on asnadi ds oJmoentnhyi nkKja rwes ecna n nao t s pcookmensey
qguarters, speaking to The Barents Observer.

't is |iked yl athradh Raufssd acrui se missil e towar ds saabseirmurlaatttel di hegn,e
a form of military signaling directed at Norway and NATO.
Earlier this week, NATO and allied forces began a major midl it

Response 26 exercise brings together around 25, 000& tmmrotptse rf mr of
wi nter conditions.

As part of the exercise scenario, troops are moving from nort|

Cold Response wil/ run until 21 Mar ch.
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Previous Quarter Highlights

GILBERT PRESENTATIONS

The Gilbert Veterans Advisory Board sponsored
educational presentations for fourth grade students at
13 elementary schools in Gilbert in November and
December of 2025. These presentations covered the
history of the USS Arizona BB 39, the attack on Pearl
Harbor at the beginning of WWII, and an introduction to
the new USS Arizona SSN 803 and Gilbert's role as its
sponsor city. Perch Base member Joe Trotter was a
co-presenter at seven of these schools. This picture
shows Joe with a co -presenter Army Vietnam veteran

Jim Lykins.

ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET
The Perch Base Annual Awards Banquet was held Saturday, January 17, 2026.

P

T

&

(I-r) Perch Base Commander David Heighway inducting
new Holland Club Member John McKee.
The Guest Speaker, Capt. Robert Bogan,
Commanding Officer, Naval Reserve Center,
Phoenix, AZ.




Previous Quarter Highlights (cont.)

(Annual Awards Banquet continued)

Perch Base Commander David Heighway then conducted the Holland Club Induction Ceremony. The Holland
Club is a special group of members of the United States Submarine Veterans who have been designated
"Qualified in Submarines" by the United States Navy for 50 or more years. They dared to do what others feared
and went where others dared not. They hold pride in whom and what they were and are today. Pride in whom
and what they represent today, the United States Submarine Veterans, and pride in the Silver or Gold Dolphins
on their chests. As the ceremony started, Perch Base Commander David Heighway had all the Holland Club
members stand to honor the new inductees. The Holland Club Induction was performed for John McKee.

Perch Base Commander David Heighway announced our Chief of the Boat (COB) John Kirby as the recipient of
the "Sailor of the Year" award. Unfortunately, John had a last minute" callout at work and was unable to be
present at the banquet.

Perch Base Commander David Heighway welcomed our Guest Speaker, Capt. Robert Bogan, Commanding Of-

ficer, Naval Reserve Center, Phoenix, AZ. We were aware that Capt. Bogan's first at sea assignment was the

USS MICHIGAN (SSBN -727) BLUE. While there, he served as the Reactor Controls Assistant, Electrical Assis-

tant, Main Propul sion Assistant and Assistant Weapons O
mander Submarine Group Seven where he served as a Submarine Watch Officer and then as the Korean Exer-

cises and Plans Officer. We weren't aware until discussed by Capt. Bogan, how important the Navy reserves are

to the support of the active submarine fleet. In honor of his presentation, Perch Base Commander David

Heighway gave Capt. Bogan a Perch Base Challenge Coin and a Certificate of Appreciation.

MISSING IN AMERICA PROJECT

Two Perch Base members, Webmaster Dan Marks
and Joe Trotter, attended the Missing In America
Project (MIAP) Procession and Interment Ceremony
at the National Cemetery of Arizona on January 21,
2026. The Missing In America Project (Arizona) led
this Inurnment with Honors of 19 Forgotten and
Unclaimed American Veterans and 2 spouses from
Maricopa County, Arizona.

The Purpose of Missing In America Project (MIAP) is
to locate, identify and inter the unclaimed cremated
remains of American veterans through the joint
efforts of private, state and federal organizations. To
provide honor and respect to those who have served
this country by securing a final resting place for
these forgotten heroes like these 19 brave veterans
and 2 spouses of Arizona.

12




Previous Quarter Highlights (cont.)

LAVEEN COMMUNITY PARADE

Eleven Perch Base members and two
guests participated on January 31,
2026, in the 25th Annual Laveen

Community Parade.

This year's theme was "Laveen Vibes"

The crowds along the side of the parade

route expressed their appreciation of

our service as our float went by.

USS PHOENIX ART

Our Perch Base Submarine Veterans (USSVI)
February 2026 Meeting included a presentation by
Artist Steve Voita. Steve rode the USS Phoenix
(SSN-702) as a civilian and created a painting (7
feet wide) that shows the bridge and sailplanes.
Additionally, the painting includes the light cruiser
USS Phoenix (CL -46), which survived the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and participated
in World War Il in the Pacific. She was later
decommissioned on 3 July 1946 after WWII and
then sold to Argentina on 9 April 1951. She was
renamed ARA General Belgrano, and ultimately
was sunk during the Falklands War in 1982 with
the loss of 323 lives by the British nuclear -
powered submarine HMS Conqueror, the only ship
ever sunk in combat by a nuclear  -powered
submarine.

Steve's original painting hung on display in the Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport in 1989 as an "Exhibit Honoring Past

and Present USS Phoenix Naval Ships and Crews" when the City of Phoenix adopted the USS Phoenix (SSN -702).

The original painting was later removed from Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport and is now on display at the Pleasant

Valley Veterans Retreat in Young, Arizona, east of Payson. A smaller copy of the painting is on display in our

meeting room at Dillonés KC BBQ Arrowhead, 20585 N 59t h vV e

13



Previous Quarter Highlights

MARCH BASE MEETING

Perch Base Submarine Veterans (USSVI) March
2026 base meeting on 03/14/26 included a
presentation of 25 year longevity award pins to our
Perch Base Treasurer Kevin Sheehan and Chuck
Emmett, a Perch Base Past Base Commander, a
presentation of the construction of the USS Phoenix
(SSN-702) float from 2007 to 2008 by Jim Denzien,
another Past Perch Base Commander and current
Base Historian, and the reelection of Don Robertson

as our Base Vice Commander.

(cont.)

Bravo

Lo |

Zulu

BRAVO ZULU KIRBY
Perch Base Submarine Veterans (USSVI) Febru-

ary 2026 Meeting included a presentation of the
"Sailor of the Year" award to our Chief of the Boat
(COB) Kirby Anderson.

The award was announced at the Annual Awards
Banquet on January 17, 2026, but Kirby was un-
able to attend because he was out-of-town on
business. Congratulations to Kirby Anderson on

this well -earned recognition.

14




Previous Quarter Highlights (cont.)

SAN DIEGO PADRES
VS.
SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS

Perch Base Submarine Veterans

DE'OYD T / ), (USSVI) attended a Spring

. (s A K A
JVIVJ\N Va W /e VAV VS\V/As Training ballgame with the San
Welcomel

Diego Padres and the San
A "Bravo Zulu" to our Perch
Base Membership Chairman,
Paul Miller, for organizing the

event Francisco Giants on
March 16, 2026. A great time
was had by all. What better
way "for all Submariners to

gather for the mutual benefit
and enjoyment”  as stated in
our CREED!

PCU-803 VISITS
AZ DIAMONDBACKS vs. CHICAGO CUBS

On March 18,2026, The five members of the
Prospective Commissioning Unit (PCU) crew of the
USS Arizona Submarine (SSN -803) at the USS
Arizona Memorial Gardens at Salt River, adjacent
to the ballpark. (I -r:;) LCDR(SS) Willis McShane,
Navigator & Acting XO; MMN2(SS) Nathaniel
Pollinger; ETN2(SS) James Davis; MMN1(SS)
Micah Buck; CPO LSSC(SS) Juan Acevedo,
Leading Logistics Specialist. The farthest on the
right is Nicole LaSlavic, President and CEO of the
USS Arizona Legacy Foundation who

accompanied the crew at the game. Joe Trotter

and Paul Miller attended and represented Perch

Base.
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Previous Quarter Highlights (cont.)

PCU-803 MEET & GREET
AT COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE

Four Perch Base USSVI members (Dave
Heighway, Chris Gahan, Bob Gilmore & Joe
Trotter) participated in a "Meet and Greet"
with 5 members of the Pre  -Commissioning
Crew of the USS Arizona (SSN -803) fast
attack submarine at the Commemorative Air
Force Museum in Mesa, Arizona on Monday,
March 16, 2026. Thanks, in particular to Joe
Trotter and Bob Gilmore for their input and
photos presented in this webpage. After the
five 803 crew members went on a ride in the
B25J Mitchell, "Maid in the Shade," a twin -
engine medium bomber used in WWII, the
Commemorative Air Force had a brief
presentation about their mission and
introduced the five PCU Arizona crew
members. Following the presentations, the
four Perch Base members, the five SSN  -803
crew members and two members of the
Arizona Legacy Foundation had lunch at
Rancho de Tia Rosa restaurant in Mesa.

Back row L -R:) Jonathan VanNoy, Master Chief Ret.; ETN2 James Davis, RC Division; MMN2 Nathaniel Pollinger, M Division;
MMN1 Micha Buck, RL Division; SKC Juan Acevedo Supply Division. (Front row L -R:) Nicole LaSavic, USS Arizona Legacy
Foundation President and CEO; LCDR Will McShane, Navigator/XO; Karrin Taylor Robson, USS Arizona Legacy Foundation

Board of Directors.
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MARY DENZIEN

We regret to inform our membership that we were notified by Perch Base Life
Member, Holland Club Member, and Past Base Commander Jim Denzien that his
wife, Mary Denzien, passed away January 20, 2026. Our condolences to Jim an his
family. Most Perch Base members will remember Mary routinely attending meetings
and events with Jim. A Celebration of Life will be held Saturday, April 18, 2026,
from 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm at the American Legion Post 29, 6822 N. 58th Ave,
Glendale, AZ 85301
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SUBMARINE DOLPHIN
INSIGNIA ANNIVERSARY
MARCH 24, 1924

The U.S. Navy Submarine Warfare Insignia ("Dolphins™) was officially approved for wear

on March 24, 1924, by Acting Secretary of the Navy Theodore Roosevelt Jr. after being
proposed by Captain Ernest J. King in the summer of 1923, while serving as Commander,
Submarine Division Three, the design features a bow view of an O -class submarine
flanked by dolphins (mahi  -mahi). From 1924 0847, "Qualified" enlisted personnel wore an
embroidered cloth version of this design on their right sleeve, midway between the wrist

and elbow. Officers wore a gold -plated metal pin on their left breast above their ribbons

and medals. In 1947, new regulations dictated that enlisted personnel wear the

embroidered insignia on their left breast i in the same position as officers. When the Navy
began allowing officers to embroider a gold insignia on their uniforms in 1950, enlisted

personnel were allowed to wear a silver  -plated metal version of the pin.

This article was submitted by our shipmate Bob Saenz (Bob da COB.)







