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“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of
their duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme
sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we shall provide
a way for all Submariners to gather for the mutual benefit and enjoyment.
Our common heritage as Submariners shall be strengthened by camaraderie.
We support a strong U.S. Submarine Force.

The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will bring about the

perpetual remembrance of those shipmates who have given the supreme sacrifice.

The organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it comes in contact

with about the services our submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices
made possible the freedom and lifestyle we enjoy today."
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We have finished off 2025 on a strong note as our Base received the 1 st Place trophy for
Military/Veteran floats in the Phoenix Veterans Day Parade. As Dan remarked on our
website after the parade, we were one of only a few Veteran Organizations that
participated rather than community or political organizations saluting the veterans. Guess

that made it easier for us to win! Go to our website, www.perch -base.org, to check out the
photos.

We go into 2026 with the intention of continuing to provide an organization that gives you

a place to meet up with your fellow submariners, have great camaraderie, and remember
those who gave their lives in service to their country through the submarine service. While

that sentence is long, it is worth re -reading as it summarizes the Creed of USSVI. | also
would suggest that you re  -read the USSVI Creed and work to implement it throughout the
year.

Our monthly meeting is primarily for us to gather for camaraderie. However, it also
provides that time for us to remember those who have given that great sacrifice during
their service in the submarine force. If we as submariners cannot remember those brave
souls, how can we teach the public about that brave dedication?

When we are out at a parade, there are multiple aspects of our creed that we are fulfilling.

First, we are advertising that we exi st. I halv e
never knew that there was a group |like that! d |S
have given their lives to our country through the submarine service. Our modern society

forgets many important items due to the frantic pace of life. Us being called to remember

provides honor to our fallen.

OEach new beginning is some other beginningds e
over. That does not mean that USSVI  -Perch Base stops providing for camaraderie for our

current shipmates while remembering those on eternal patrol. | encourage you to find

ways that you can participate with Perch Base. Attend the monthly meetings. Participate

in a parade. Come to the Annual Banquet and Annual Picnic. You will find that taking

part provides you with more opportunities to be served and to serve.


http://www.perch-base.org

From the Ward Room, Past Base Commander:

2025 is coming to an end with Christmas and New Years only days away. On January 17 2026,
Perch Base will hold the Annual Perch Base Awards Banquet at the Pebble Creek Tuscany
Country Club in Goodyear AZ.

As we close out 2025, | wish all our base members and their family a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.

With the close of 2025, we reset the calendar for a new year of base meetings, local parades and
events, Western Region events and the 2026 USSVI National Convention in Corpus Christi,
Texas.

George & Alice Woods

eomaster Dan Marks
webmaster@perch-base.org
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UNDERSEA WARFARE NEWS

Norway will ultimately have a fleet of six Type 212CD subs. They will significantly strengthen the country's presence in
Barents Sea and North Atlantic. Photo: Screenshot of promo video by Thyssenkrupp Marine Systems
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https://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/norways-new-subs-especially-designed-for-covert-shallow-water-operations/123436
https://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/norways-new-subs-especially-designed-for-covert-shallow-water-operations/123436

UNDERSEA WARFARE NEWS
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Previous Quarter Highlights

Sierra Verde Steam School

Ten Perch Base members; Kirby Anderson, John
Beckett, Bob Gilmore, Ed Henry, Governor Joy,
Dan Marks, Paul Miller, Carl Miner, Don Robertson
and Joe Trotter, participated in the Sierra Verde
Elementary  School Veterans' Appreciation
Assembly on Friday, November 7, 2025. Sierra
Verde is a Science, Technology, Engineering &
Math (STEAM) school, conducted a Veterans
Appreciation Day Program. They fed us breakfast,
then held an assembly to show their appreciation
for Veterans and their patriotism. They really
treated us like VIPS!

hoon s you

o ervicel Thankyoo fr
FiH-'n%!I a)PPr&Gia"l'& You!
You are Vary brave

Yoo e

ANTHEM PARADE

Thanks and Attaboy to Perch Base members, Vice
Commander Don Robertson and Chief of the Boat (COB)
Kirby Anderson, who took the USS Phoenix float to the
Daisy Mountain Veterans Day Parade in Anthem,
Arizona, on Saturday, November 8, 2025.
If it weren't for Don & Kirby, we would not have been
able to roll the USS Phoenix at the parade, because it
was the same time as our monthly meeting, but they
took our float, set it up (not a small chore for only two

people) and entertained the people of Anthem, AZ.

10



PHOENIX VETERANS DAY
FIRST PLACE!

Fifteen Perch Base members took the USS Phoenix

float to the Annual Phoenix Veterans Day Parade pre-
sented by thenon -pr of i t Honoring Ame
(HAV) on November 11th. We received a FIRST PLACE
trophy for the USS PHOENIX (SSN -702) float!
CONGRATULATIONS!

It was an honoring experience that many of the other
parade floats were business and community groups
supporting veterans, but when groups like us with ac-
tual veterans on board passed by, the crowds lining
the parade route really let out cheers and clapping!

We met at 8 AM to stage the float at the Firestone
Complete Auto Care at 241 W Osborn Rd. Thanks to
Firestone for letting us use your store lot (and bath-
room!) and then rode the float to the parade starting
point.

True to the military theme of "Hurry up and wait!" we
arrived at the parade starting point at 9:34 AM, but as
entry number 70 (of 91) we finally started to roll at
12: 28 PM. This yeards parade
"America, Our Guiding Light. Organizers anticipated
45,000 spectators along the parade route based on
last year. The Celebrity Grand Marshall was Randy
Couture and the Business Community Grand Marshal
was Freddy Alvarez (a submariner). Seven Veteran
Grand Marshals, represented each era of military ser-
vice from World War Il to Operation Iraqi Freedom.

LIl

Perch Base
Submarine Veterans Inc

1st Place
Floats
2025

S

Below: Perch Base members (I -r:)) Dan Marks,
Brad Seidel, Carl Miner, CC Clarke, Joe
Trotter, W. Howard Doyle, Jr., Don Robertson,
Dave Heighway, Marcus Hensley, Kirby
Anderson, Paul Miller, Chris Gahan, Ed Henry,

Bob Gilmore, Governor Joy.




Previous Quarter Highlights (cont.)

USS ARIZONA LEGACY
FOUNDATION LUNCHEON

Six Perch Base Submarine Veterans (USSVI)
attended the USS Arizona Legacy
Foundation luncheon on Friday, 14
November 2025 at the Arizona Biltmore
Gold Room. The keynote Speaker was
Thomas Modly, Former United States
Secretary of the Navy. The USS Arizona

Legacy Foundation President & CEO, Nicole
Laslavic sent the following note of

o appreciation to Joe Trotter, one of the
ARIZONA attendees:
| wanted to send a quick note of thanks to you and all
the Perch Base submariners for everything you do fo
the Foundation and for the crew of the USS Arizona
SSN-8 0 3. Your support meags
grateful for the time and commitment you all bring to
every event. If you could share my appreciation with
those who were there today,
make it, | would appreciate it.
Thank you again for everything!
Nicole

PEARL HARBOR REMEMBRANCE DAY

The event on 12/06/2025 at the Wesley Bolin Me-
morial Plaza by the Arizona State Capitol. We placed
two wreaths, one for the WW2 Submarine Veterans
and the other for the Perch Base Submarine Veter-
ans.

The ceremony started with a commemorative flyover
by World War Il T -6 Texan Training Aircraft.

It is believed that fewer than 20 living Pearl Harbor
survivors remain, none are left in Arizona and none
of the USS Arizona (BB -39) survivors are still living.
The Pearl Harbor Survivors' wreath in memory of
those lost in the Pearl Harbor attack was placed by
Dennis and Roberta Haskin, family members of
Pearl Harbor Veteran Ed Miklavcic, who is physical-

Front Row, | -r:) Jeff Brower, Communications Officer Chris ly unable to travel.
Gahan, Webmaster Dan Marks.

(Next Row, | -r:) Nicole's son Dave, USS Arizona Legacy

Foundation President & CEO, Nicole La Slavic, Base

Commander David Heighway, COB Kirby Anderson.



Perch Base Submarine Veterans (USSVI) can apply for a trip to Washington, DC from Honor Flight

Arizona. Application forms are available on their website, CCCY| - «- 3 v .ThéreajeA24 Hénor
Flight hubs across the country, including Honor Flight Arizona. The cost to send a Veteran on the

3-day Honor Flight from Arizona is $1,300 and includes airfare, hotel and food, but the Veteran pays

nothing. The cost is covered by donations to the 501(c)(3) organization. Guardians that accompany a
Veteran pay their own way. Spouses cannot be Guardians, but other family members are encouraged.

They are presently sending mainly Korean and Vietham War Veterans between 1941 to 1975, including

Cold War Veterans. A recent flight (which included our Base Commander George Woods) that just re-

turned on May 10, 2024, had 30 Veterans. The Honor Flight Arizona usually has 5 flights in the spring

and 5 flights in the fall, but intends to increase to a total of 12 per year.

Tour activities included the US Navy Memorial, Fort McHenry, the National WW2 Memorial, the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the Marine Corp Memori al
Museum of Military History, the Changing of the Guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and a

group picture at Fort Myer Air Force Base. George Woods was highly complementary of his Honor

Flight in 2024. Jim Andrews was on an Honor Flight in 2022.

I Ain't Perfect

But, I Earned My
Fish & 214

A—’-

For An Old Man
That's Close Enough



https://honorflightaz.org/
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Remember to check the Perch Base website  and watch for
Flash Traffic emails for the most up -to -date information.

Monthly General Meetings:
Saturdaydbsebruary and 14 March at

20585 North 59th Avenue, Glendale, Arizona.
(Left click above address for a Google map.)

The official meeting starts at Noon but come join us at 1100 for lunch!
50/50 Raffle drawing (Must be present to win).

Laveen Community Parade:
This yeards theme i s oOLaveen Vi beso.
annual parade will run on Dobbins Road from 43rd to 51st avenues. We do nor
have a staging location yet, so the setup is not specific, but we generally
expect to be located on Dobbins Rd., east of 43rd Ave. (Same as last year)
Access will be from 35th Ave facing west. To get to the float staging area on
Dobbins, east of 43rd Ave, it is recommended to take 35th Ave south to Dobbins
Road and then head west. Parking along Dobbins is first come, first served.
Staging begins at 8 AM.  Members are recommended to arrive there early as
parking may be limited and entry by way of published routes will be restricted
after 9 AM. Check website and Flash Traffics for logistical updates

Western Regional Roundup:
will be held in Las Vegas, Nevada, from Thursday, April 16, 2026 thru Sunday,
April 19, 2026, at the Sam's Town Hotel and Gambling Hall.
baaa #-AKZX® EREY  w(Ledtfelickddieks| for a Google map.)
Visitthe > - A« TA° forirdre details.
This 2026 Western Region Roundup is hosted by USSVI Base 51.
Registration and sponsorship forms are available on the >- A«TA° adal’

Link to get the discount  hotelrateis , ( >. (

2026 USSVI National Convention:
The is scheduled from Sunday, September 6 to Friday, September 11. The 2026
National Convention is in Corpus Christi, Texas at the Omni Hotel. Register
today! Registration and the hotel room block are available on the convention
website: | A° " ybb” AMAEX® N- « EX«41-«Y-32zb

Deadline for the Midwatch Newsletter fourth 2025 edition:

All input must be into Chris Gahan, Perch Base Newsletter Editor, to be
included in the second quarter, 2026 Midwatch Newsletter to be published on
Friday, March 20th , 2026.

Please watch for updates on the Perch Base website  and Flash Traffic
emails as events may be canceled, added or amended.



http://www.perch-base.org/Hot_Items.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/20585+N+59th+Ave,+Glendale,+AZ+85308/@33.6722017,-112.1884765,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x872b6886c7f3048b:0xf54a1327dc74e063!8m2!3d33.6722017!4d-112.1862878
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sam's+Town/@36.1128952,-115.0623534,577m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x80c8daedd4867015:0xa4fddc3ffa00e08b!2s5111+Boulder+Hwy,+Las+Vegas,+NV+89122!3b1!8m2!3d36.1128952!4d-115.0623534!16s%2Fg%2F11bw3gn_38!3m5!1s0x80c8dae8d4d7
https://wrroundup.com/
https://wrroundup.com/
https://wrroundup.com/hotel/
https://subvetconvention.org/
https://www.perch-base.org/Hot_Items.htm

First Quarter Birlddays

January
7 Roger Cousin
7 Douglas Ewen
14 Jerry Allston

16 Doug Newland
18 James Cooper
18 Jac k Thompson
21 Jim Glass

23 James Denzien
26 Steve Day

31 Frank Morris

February
1 Edison Henry
3 Mary Denzien
4 John Mosher

7 Dave Wickline
11 Dan Moss
12 Paul West
16 Michael Dahl
17 John McKee
18 PhillipWagner
19 Mel Rycus
27 Gerald Benham

March
1 Robert Saenz
9 John Beckett
9 Warner H. Doyle

11 Marcus Hensley
11 Glenn Herold

11 Dennis McComb
12 Governor Joy

12 Bill Henderson
16 Marcia Unser

17 Mike Ortiz

19 Burtis Loftin

20 Scott Strey

26 Jacob Adams
29 Michael Hinderliter
29 Denny Kerton
29 CC Clarke

30 David Hibsher
30 Roger Miller




Bimmacle [LIst

Keep these shipmates in your prayers

Howard Doyle Jr.
Jim & Mary Denzien
Georgianne Gahan
Chuck Emmett
Davy Jones
Barbara Cosgrove

Laura Anderson

GOOD orme QRDER
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Tolling of the Boats for January

USS Scorpion (SS -278) 77 Men Lost
USS Argonaut (SS -166) 102 Men Lost
USS Swordfish (SS -278) 89 Men Lost
USS S-36 (SS 6 141) No Loss of Life
USS S-26 (SS -131) 46 Men Lost

Tolling of the Boats for February

USS Barbel (SS -316) 81 Men Lost
USS Shark (SS -174) 59 Men Lost
USS Amberjack (SS -219) 72 Men Lost
USS Greyback (SS -208) 80 Men Lost
USS Trout (SS_202) 81 Men Lost

Tolling of the Boats for March

USS Perch (SS -176) 6 Men Lost (POWSs)

USS Grampus (SS -207) 71 Men Lost
USS H-1 (SS-28) 4 Men Lost

USS Triton (SS -201) 74 Men Lost
USS Kete (SS -369) 87 Men Lost
USS F-4 (Skate/lUSS -23) 21 Men Lost
USS Tullibee (SS -284) 79 Men Lost
USS Trigger (SS -237) 89 Men Lost




2026 Perch Base Operations

These are the Base members and Fri end
2025 thru 30 September 2026) to all ow
| ow and avoid raising money through mn
The |1 st refl ects donation as of Dec e

Ter Ty Al
John Bro

Sonald Sc

Pa Ul

CC_Crar
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