


The Perch Base USSVI cannot support itself financially on the dues collected from its members.
There have been no successful and ongoing plan since the base was formed to produce any
other steady and effective source of income. Therefore, the Base has relied on charitable cash
donations from members -- usually given af membership renewal -- for its survival. Listed below

~ are those charitable givers, known as the Booster Club.

2005 Booster Club

Ben Acosta
Ted Asbell
Dick Bernier
Harry Ellis
Billy Grieves
Ed Hawkins
Davy Jones
George Marions

Denny McComb

Roger R. Miller

Bon Nance
Joe Otreba
Clair Prokupek
Frank Rumbaugh
Jim Strassels
Jim Wall
Mike Haler
Ed Wolf
Roger Cousin
Steve Hough
Allen Miller

Jerry Allston
Gary Bartlett
Ron Beyer
Chuck Emmett
Kelly Grissom
Glenn Herold
Ron Kloch
Dale Martin

Ray McKinzie

 Tim 'Moore' '

Jim Nelson
Ray Perron
Scott Prothero
Ray Schaeffer
Adrian Stuke
Dick Weber

Darrell Lambert

Roger Cousin
Joe Errante

Mike Keating
Nick Pappas

Ken Anderson
Ken Becker
Ed Brooks

Ray Graybeal
Bob Hanson

Dave Herrington
Bob Lacendorfer
Terry Martin
Paul Miller
Tom Moore
Jim F. Newman
George Petrovitz
Robbie Robinson
Rick Simmons
Jim Thomson
Jerry Yowell
Nick Pappas
Alex Martin
Tom Fooshee
Darrell Lambert

Ernie Plantz
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Kirby Anderson
Joe Bernard
Jim Edwards

Chuck Greene
Dave Harnish

Les Hillman
Doug LaRoch
Bob May

Roger M. Miller

~ Joe Mullins

Jim W. Newman
Royce Pettit

Stan Rud .
Wyne Smith
Tom Tilley
John Zaichkin
Kenney Wayne
John Cash
Mike Haler
Burt Loftin

Ray Samson


















Eternal Patrol

March 26, 1945

Editors Note: Less we forget, each month, one boaton
eternal patrol will be highlighted in this newsletter.
Sailors, rest your oars.

The Final Patrol

Lord, this departed shipmate with dolphins on his chest is
part of an outfit known as the best.
Make him welcome and take him by the hand. You'll find
without a doubt he was the best in all the land.
So, heavenly Father add his name to the roll of our departed
shipmates still on patrol
Let them know that we who survive will always keep their
memories alive.

U.S.S. Trigger (SS-237)
89 men lost

Departing Guam on March 11, 1945, TRIGGER, under the
command of Cmdr. D.R. Connole, headed for the Nansei
Shoto area to conduct her twelfth war patrol. She was to
provide rescue services for carrier based aircraft, as well
as to carry out a normal offensive patrol.

After having sent several routine messages en route to her
area, TRIGGER reported her first action on March 18th.
She stated that she had made a seventeen-hour end around
on a convoy she had previously reported, and had attacked.
She sank one freighter and damaged ancther. The other
two merchantmen of the convoy and four escorts proceed
west.

For some time, Allied forces had been aware of a large
Japanese restricted area west of the Nansei Shoto in the
East China Sea. The area had been marked “restricted” in
captured enemy notices to mariners, and Allied forces were
obliged to accept that the area was mined, and to keep out
of it. Submarines had been warned of its presence and
given its position, and were in the habit of proceeding around
it to the north when patrolling the Formosa Strait and the
adjacent China Coast. The convoy, which had been attacked
by TRIGGER, was heading for this restricted area. It had
always been strongly suspected that there were gaps in the
mine lines, since the are was too big to be at once com-
pletely and effectively mined.

Immediately after receipt of TRIGGER'’s report of the attack
she had made, ComSubPac told her to give as much infor-
mation as possible concerning the subsequent movements
of the convoy, in order to help establish the existence of a
safe passage through the restricted area. On March 20th,
TRIGGER reported that the attack she had made on the
convoy had taken place northeast and that she had been
held down for three hours by escorts following the attack.
When last seen or heard the convoy was heading for the
restricted area, but TRIGGER had been unable to regain
contact when she was able to surface.

On March 24th, TRIGGER was given further orders. On
March 25th she was to move west and patrol, remaining
clear of restricted areas and outside the 100-fathom curve.
On March 26th TRIGGER was told to proceed at best speed
to form a coordinated attack group, known as Earl’s Elimi-
nators, with SEADOG and THREADFIN. The group was to
be commanded by Cmdr. E.T. Hydeman in SEADOG. This
messagde to TRIGGER required an acknowledgement, but
on the same day she sent a weather report which did not
contain an acknowledgement, and she never was heard
from again. On March 28th, SEADOG reported that she
had been unable to communicate with TRIGGER since the
formation of the wolf pack. To clarify the situation for the
other submarines, TRIGGER was given ancther assignment
and told to acknowledge, and the wolf pack was disbanded
on 30 March.

After many attempts to contact her by radio had failed, TRIG-
GER was ordered on April 4th to proceed to Midway. When
she failed to arrive by May 1, 1945, she was reported as
presumed lost in enemy water on her twelfth patrol, after a
long and illustrious career.

Since she knew the position of the enemy restricted area
containing mines, and had been told to keep clear of it, it is
extremely doubtful that TRIGGER'’s loss was due to a mine.
On the afternoon of March 28th, a two- hour long depth
charge attack was conducted by Japanese planes in coop-
eration with other ships. Other U.S. submarines in the area
heard the attack. Hour later, THREADFIN reports, “Many
distant strings of depth charges and several heavy explo-
sions heard from what was believed to be the eastward. (In
the opposite direction from the location of our attacks). It
sounded as though someone was getting quite a drubbing.”
No other submarine in the vicinity reported having been
attacked, although all reported hearing many explosions.

The Japanese report of the above attack states, “Detected
a submarine over eight times and bombed it. Ships also
detected it — depth charged. Found oil pool of 1 x 5 miles in
size the following day.” Since it is extremely doubtful that
THREADFIN received sufficient damage to have left the oil
pool described by the Japanese, it must be presumed that
TRIGGER was lost in this action. That it occurred two days

(continued next page)
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