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Robert B May v 8 died as POWs '
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Phoenix, AZ 85044 1 taken POW
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Cax 602-893-6744 ) March 26. 1945 USS Trigger (SS237) All Hands Lost




fRange and Bearings
As 1 write what will be my last column
as Base Commander, I reflect back on the
last two years of Perch Base history. All
things considered, Perch Base has
flourished. There have been some rocky
times and times when the sound of the
shoals were loud, however through the
perseverance of all hands, Perch Base is a
viable and vibrant base. As of this writing,
the reenlistment figures are not in, but at last count,
better than seventy five percent have re-upped for
another year. The treasury is sound and in a position
to do some things that have been hanging fire. For this
1 give credit to all hands and especially to the support
of the E-Board. The spirit of volunteerism during the
hosting of the Western Regional Conference last year
was indeed gratifying. 1 urge the same kind of support
for the new Base Commander and Vice Commander.

1 will continue to be active in Perch Base in any
capacity that 1 can be of use. Having been involved
from the outset when Perch Base was formed, and
watched it grow to what it is today, 1 have high hopes
that we can continue to grow and forge ahead to bigger
and better things. My congratulations to the new slate
of officers and with younger leadership 1 believe there
is no end to what can be accomplished.

Again Bravo Zulu to all hands and thank you
for your support.

} Zero Bubble,
Rummy

MEETING NOTICE

The regular membership meeting will be held
Saturday March 13, 1999 at the DAV Post #20,
8447 North 61st Ave., Glendale. That’'s between
Northern and Dunlap/Olive. An E-board meeting
will convene at 1200 followed by the membership
meeting at 1300. Soupdown will be served at 1200.
Soupdown was started at the last meeting and was
received warmly and the decision was made to
continue it.

Election Results

Elections for Base Officers was held at the
February meeting and the results are as follows:
Base Commander: Brian Thomason
Vice Commander: Roger Cousin
Base Secretary: Carl Scott
Base Treasurer: Bob May

The new slate of officers will be sworn in at the
March meeting by Western Regional Director, Jim
Newman, Congratulations to Perch Base's new Officers.

Dues

As of the February meeting, there were less than
twenty members that had not paid their dues. April 1st
is the deadline and thereafter they are delinquent. It

has been Perch Base’s policy not to publish a “Dink
List” and it would be nice not be in a position to have
to. If you haven’t sent in your dues please do so. §
Delinquency requires that an extra $10 be charged
for the National dues to be reinstated and any
continuity in your membership is broken. Even if you
are not active in the base, it’s nice to receive the base
newsletter and American Submariner.

Boat Sponsorships

Perch Base has sponsored three boats for the
National magazine “American Submariner”
this year. The boats are the USS Kamehameha
(SSN642), USS Honolulu (SSN718) and the USS
Tucson (SSN770). Each boat will receive three copies
of the American Submariner to be distributed to the
officers and crew. It was intended initially to sponsor
two boats, the Honolulu and the Kamehameha. Later
the Tucson became available for sponsorship and it
seemed fitting that Perch Base sponsor her. She was
sponsored through a private donation from Jim
Newman in Perch Base’s name.

Quote

“I can imagine no more rewarding career. And
any man who may be asked in this century, what he
did to make his life worthwhile, 1 think 1 can respond
with a great deal of pride and satisfaction— I served
in the United States Navy”.

President John F. Kennedy

Nominati

In accordance with by-laws (Article VI, Sect 8,
Para. C) nominations are being accepted by Steve
Russo, Nominations and Resolutions Chairman, for
the following offices:
Senior Vice Commander (term 1 year)
Junior Vice Commander (term 1 year)
National Secretary (term 1 year)
National Treasurer (term 1 year)

Nominations are being accepted till April 15
By John Fredricks USSVI, SVC for Western Regional
Director, which is an officer of USSV and as such sits
on the National E-Board. Anyone wishing to run for
this post, contact any Perch Base officer and a
nomination will be provided. Here again is a chance
to become involved and perhaps make a difference
in the leadership of USSV.

Booster Club

As noted last in last month’s issue of Midwatch,
the Booster Club has grown considerably. Perch Base
wishes to extend it's heartfelt thanks to all who
contributed and continue to do so.
Jim W. Newman, Royce Pettit. Bobby Moore, Frank
Rumaugh, Billy Grieves.







naval experts to find the 1-52, first dangling a sonar on a
long line from a ship and then confirming the discovery
with a tethered camera pod. After he announced the
find, some Japanese officials said the 1-52 and its cargo
remained Japanese property. But Tidwell vowed to press
ahead. He was aided, experts say, by Japan’s post-war
Constitution, which renounced warships and allowed
any Japanese military forces to engage only in self-
defense. Even so, Tidwell promised that he would return
personal artifacts he was able to raise. The Japanese
group receiving them is the Association of the Bereaved
Families of I-52.

The recent expedition began and ended in Las
Palmas, in the Canary Islands. On board the Russian
ship Keldysh were three American servicemen of the
Navy’s VC-69 squadron of Avenger bombers, which
torpedoed the enemy submarine. Expedition divers
found two large holes in the 1-52's side, both apparently
torn by torpedoes. Strewn about the sub were artifacts,
including pots, pans and crew bunks. No gold was found
in the debris field. The National Geographic
documentary is to be shown this fall on NBC at the same
time that the magazine article appears. Under a contract
with National Geographic, Tidwell cannot speak to
reporters until after the two productions appear. In
December, the society released a short news summary
about the expedition that included a statement by
Tidwell.

This week in Japan, he is to visit family members
and government ministers and travel to Kure, a port
city and naval base near Hiroshima where the 1-52 was
buiit. Billings, the author, said that the shoes and other
personal artifacts recovered would probably go into a
naval museum being built at Kure.

When Tidwell returns to the I-52, he plans to do
whatever is necessary to get the gold, including cutting
into the submarine’s side. But his advisers said he
planned to do so with the consideration appropriate for
a warship in which many men died.

Copying Fox

Perch Base received some good publicity
recently in the Ahwatukee Foothills News with a nice
write-up of Perch Base Public Affairs Officer, John
Redding. The article was a follow-up of the interview
with Sherry Sontag, author of the book “Blind Man’s
Bluff” and the role of submarines during the cold war.
Several good pictures and an article of Redding’s cruise
on the USS Phoenix (SSN702) were featured.

Bowfin Base reports it has grown to 53
members, spread from Guam to England and still
growing.

The dates and location for the Convention 2000
have been firmed up by the New Jersey South Base. It
will be held at the Tropicana Casino/Hotel, The
Boardwalk Holiday Inn and the Boardwalk Howard
Johnson’s all in Atlantic City, NJ from Oct. 16 - 20, 2000.

The Mare Island chapter of “The Subcommittee”
(whoever they are) held it’'s annual Model Submarine
Regatta at the California Maritime Academy. The static
display of model submarines along with vendors

displaying their model kits was housed in the
gymnasium. Operational remote control submarines
were run in the adjoining Olympic size pool where a
course was set up underwater and skippers tested their
maneuvering skill against each other. This was reported
by the Mare Island Base newsletter.

The Long Island Base is planning their semi-
annual dinner cruise to the Statue of Liberty, on the MV
Sterling and will get underway from Port Washington. It
is to take place 31 July, 1999. Included is a sumptuous
dinner, live music, and dancing on the promenade deck.
(Now that’s prior planning). They also sent a contingent
to a local Elementary School in North Babylon, NY and
introduced three third grade classes to the basic
operation of a WW Il submarine. Kids, Teachers and
SubVets had a great time and before it was all over,
they had ninety children and three teachers saluting the
American flag and marching around the grid iron. (Way
to go, SubVets)

USS Drum once again served as a defender.
According to the Mobile Bay Base, If the Drum had not
been moored in front of the Aircraft Pavilion blocking
the wrath of the storm (hurricane that devastated the
Gulf Coast last fall) and taken severe punishment from
natures forces, the Pavilion would be a gutted shell or
history. Once again bravos for the Drum.

Bremerton Base is reporting that base
development is moving right along. A base in Seattle is
being considered, and becoming a possibility with a
shipmate there who has indicated he might be interested
in forming a Seattle Base. Names and addresses of
submarine veterans in central Washington are being
cataloged for the formation of a new base in Yakima,
WA under the direction of Shipmate Charlie Troyon.
(Good luck to both prospective bases).

Blueback Base’s newsletter is now online at
their webpage www.teleport.com/~sklink/VS/ Not much
news of interest outside the base area, but some jokes
you may or may not laugh at. Plans for their Submarine
Birthday Ball to be held April 10. 1999 are there also. If
you plan to be in the Portland, OR area at that time, you
might want to make arrangements to attend.

The King’s Bay, Trident Base of the USSVI and
WW II Vets is online also. Point your browser to: http://
members.aol.com/royalgul/subvetskb.htm

Looking for the editor

John Wilson

P.O. Box 31056

Flagstaff, AZ 86003
(520)773-4946 B
E-mail:flood_negative@usa.net










