


























TROUT's sixth war patrol began on 26 October and took her to waters around the New Georgia Islands. On 13
November, she was patrolling 80 miles north of Indispensable Strait when she saw a KONGO-class battleship
accompanied by destroyers and six aircraft. The submarine fired a spread of five torpedoes with a depth setting of
25 feet; all missed; and she cleared the area. The patrol ended when the submarine returned to Brisbane 10 days
later. On 29 December 1942, TROUT stood out to sea to patrol off North Borneo. The submarine contacted a large
tanker off Miri on 11 January 1943 and fired three torpedoes from a range of 2,000 yards. The first two hit the target
amidships, but the third exploded prematurely. Four minutes later, there was a heavy explosion from the direction of
the target. Since postwar examination of Japanese records shows no sinking, the damaged ship must have managed
to limp back to port. Ten days later, off Indochina, TROUT fired two torpedoes at a cargo ship from 700 yards and
watched as the unidentified ship sank immediately. On 29 Jsubmarine fired three torpedoes at a destroyer and
watched each run true to the target. However, all proved to be duds. On 7 February, she sighted tanker MISSHIN
MARU moored off Lutong. She made a submerged approach, fired two torpedoes at the target, heard one
explosion, and observed smoke rise from the stern of the tanker. However, no sinking upon this occasion was
confirmed. One week later, TROUT fired two torpedoes at what she thought to be a tanker as it emerged from a rain
squall. The first torpedo blew off the target's bow, but the second one was a dud. As the enemy ship was still
steaming at eight knots, the submarine surfaced for battle with her deck guns. TROUT opened fire, but soon seven
of her men were wounded by enemy machine gun fire. She then swung around and fired a stern torpedo and
watched HIROTAMA MARU turn her stern straight up with her screws still turning and slip under the waves. The
patrol ended when the submarine arrived at Fremantle on 25 February. TROUT was next ordered to plant mines in
Api Passage. She got underway on 22 March and, on 4 April while en route from Balaboc Strait to Miri, fired a
spread of three torpedoes at a naval auxiliary. One hit the target amidships, raising a 20 foot plume of water into the
air; but the warhead did not explode. TROUT fired a fourth torpedo; but the ship saw its wake, turned, and dodged
it. The next day, she fired three torpedoes at another ship with no results. TROUT planted 23 mines in Api Passage
on 7 and 8 April and then began patrolling the Singapore trade route. On the 19th, she fired four torpedoes at a
freighter but scored no hits. Later in the day, she fired a spread of three torpedoes at a tanker and missed. TROUT
sighted two trawlers on the 23d and battle surfaced. Her deck guns soon stopped the first ship dead in the water and
set it on fire; they then turned the second one into a burning wreck. Since there was only one torpedo remaining, the
submarine headed for Fremantle, where she arrived on 3 May. From 27 May to 20 July, TROUT performeda
special mission during an offensive war patrol. On 9 June, she missed a transport with three torpedoes. She then
landed a five-man Army team at Labangan, Mindanao. On the 15th, the submarine fired a three-torpedo spread
which destroyed the tanker SANRAKU MARU. She contacted three small coastal steamers on 26 June and sank
two of them with her deck guns. On 1 July, she sank ISUZU MARU with four torpedoes. Eight days late;, TROUT
picked up a party of five American officers off the south coast of Mindanao and headed for Fremantle. TROUT
stood out to sea on 12 August to patrol the Surigao and San Bernardino straits. On 25 August, she battled a cargo-
fisherman with her deck guns and then sent a boarding party on board the Japanese vessel. After they had returned
to the submarine with the prize's crew, papers, charts, and other material for study by intelligence officers, the
submarine sank the vessel. Three of the five prisoners were later embarked in a dinghy off Tifore Island. On 9
September, she fired three bow tubes at an 1-62 class submarine off Surigao Strait. Thirty-five seconds later, there
was a loud explosion which apparently stopped the target's screws. TROUT's sound crew reported a torpedo
approaching her port beam, and she went to 100 feet. After she heard a second explosion, TROUT came to
periscope level, but found no sign of I-182 which she had sunk. On the 22d, one of the remaining Japanese
prisoners died of self-imposed starvation and was buried at sea. The next day, the submarine sighted two ships with
an escort. One was a freighter with a deck load of planes, and the other was a passenger-cargo. TROUT fired a
spread of three torpedoes at each of the targets. She saw and heard two hits on each. The freighter RYOTOKU
MARU sank stern first. The transport was being abandoned. The submarine proceeded close aboard and passed 12
to 15 life boats. There was a good fire on the transport which was low in the water with her bow nearly awash.
Sound heard a heavy explosion from YAMASHIRO MARU and, seven minutes later, TROUT could see no trace of
her.

That night, thet a course for Hawaii and arrived at Pearl Harbor on 4 October 1943. The submarine was then routed
back to the United States for a prolonged overhaul at the Mare Island Navy Yard. She was ready for sea in January
1944 and returned to Pear] Harbor late that month. On 8 February, the submarine began her 11th and final war
patrol. TROUT topped off with fuel at Midway and, on the 16th, headed via a great circle route toward the East
China Sea.





















