











wounded on the bridge, saw that the USS GROWLER's
only hope for survival was to submerge immediately,
knowing that he would not have enough time to go
below deck, he still gave the order to dive. As USS
GROWLER dove to safety, Commander Gilmore was
swept away. He was posthumously awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor. USS GROWLER
retumed to battle with a vengence, wreaking havoc
on Japanese shipping throughout the Pacific. In
October of 1944, USS GROWLER set out on her
eleventh patrol, forming a wolf-pack with two other
submarines. On 8 November, this search-and-attack
group fired upon an enemy convoy in the Sulu Sea.
When the depth charging ceased and the remnants of
the enemy convoy passed, USS GROWLER was never
heard from again.

USS ALBACORE (SS218); Launched 17 Feb.; Sunk
7 Nov. 1944; 86 Men Lost.

USS ALBACORE distinguished herself by
demonstrating an uncanny ability to prevail in
encounters with huge Japanese men-of-war. Her
record of enemy combat ships destroyed was the best
of any U.S. Submarine. Her crowning achievement
was the destruction of the enemy’s newest and largest
aircraft carrier, Taiho. In addition, she was responsible
for the sinking of at least one light cruiser, two
destroyers, a sub chaser, and two additional gunboats.
During ten successful war patrols between August 1942
® and October 1944, USS ALBACORE sank 13 enemy
ships for a total of 74,100 tons and damaged five
others. She eamed nine battle stars and was awarded
the Presidential Unit Citation for Extraordinary Heroism
during four patrols. On 28 October 1944, USS
ALBACORE left Midway on her 11™ patrol. She was
bound for the dangerous waters off northeast Honshu
where four American ships had already disappeared.
On 7 November. she slipped beneath the surface of
the mine-filled waters south of Hokkaido. Moments
later a Japanese patrol craft withessed an underwater
explosion. This was USS ALBACORE'S last dive as
thick oil, air bubbles and debris rose to the surface.

USS SCAMP (8$S277); Launched 20 July 1942, Sunk
9 November 1944; 83 Men Lost.

USS SCAMP proved to be a bold undersea
raider. In less than two years of service, she sank
49,000 tons of enemy shipping. USS SCAMP was
severely damaged in an attack by Japanese aircraft
during her seventh patrol. In true Hollywood fashion,
releasing a deceptive cover of oil and air bubbles to
give the appearance of sinking, she was able to escape
undetected and headed for safety and repairs. On
her 8™ patrol, USS SCAMP was assigned to the waters
south of Tokyo. Early in November 1944, she
acknowledged an order to change her patrol area in
anticipation of B-29 raids on Tokyo. Five days later.
USS SCAMP was sent to rescue downed aviators east
of Tokyo Bay. On 29 November, information was
received that an enemy minefield had been laid in

- occurred in USS SCAMP’s area between 11 and 16

USS SCAMP's vicinity. Warnings were issued to all
submarines operating in the area, but for USS SCAMP,
the warning came too late. She never retumed from
her lifequard mission. Records released after the war
revealed that several anti-submarine attacks had

November. She may have been the target of any or all
of these attacks, or she may have fallen victim to a
mine or midget sub. No one will ever know for certain,
but one thing we do know is that she took 7 Battle
Stars with her to the bottom.

USS CORVINA (SS226); Launched 9 May 1943; Sunk
16 November 1943; 82 Men Lost.

American forces were engaged in major
surface operations in the Gilbert Islands when USS
CORVINA set sail from Pearl on 4 November 1943 on
her first war patrol. She was ordered to an area south
of Truk on a special mission. By whatever means
necessary, she was to restrain Japanese
reinforcements from leaving Truk bound for the
Gilberts. USS CORVINA patrolled as close to Truk as
Japanese anti-submarine measures would allow.
Then, on 30 November, a dispatch was sent to USS
CORVINA ordering her to pass to a new command in
an eastern Australian port. There was noreply. Again,
in a desperate attempt to contact her, a message was
sent ordering USS CORVINA to rendezvous with a
surface escort at Talagi. There was no reply. As fate
would have it, USS CORVINA slipped to the surface
as she was patrolling just south of Truk late in the
evening of 16 November. In the distance lurked the
Japanese submarine I-176. The enemy sub, sighting
the unsuspecting USS CORVINA, fired three
torpedoes, ripping through USS CORVINA’S hull.
Within minutes, the 6 month old USS CORVINA and
her crew were gone.

§S66 0-12/873; Launched Sept. 9, 1917; Scuttled,
Norway 20 Nov. 1931; O Men Lost.

USS SCULPIN (SS191); Launched 27 July 1938; Sunk
19 November 194 3; 63 Men Lost.

The full story of the USS SCULPIN can only
be told in two parts, and even those are minuscule to
the actual events. You know me, 1 have a flair for the
dramatics, so here’s part 1, of the Sculpin saga, hope
you enjoy it.

USS SCULPIN departed Cavite on 8 December
1941, one day after the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor, to begin her first patrol. During her two-year
career, USS SCULPIN would earn eight battle stars.
Renowned for her fearless determination, she was
credited with destroying or crippling over 105,000 tons
of enemy shipping. USS SCULPIN'’S assignment late
in 1943, was to harass Japan’s lifeline to her base of
operations at Truk. Aboard her was Commodore John
P. Crumble, Commander of Submarine Division 43,
who was to take tactical command of a wolf pack,
which was to be formed if the situation warranted it.













the first woman submariner. She did even better than
the first officer. The admiral asked her the same
question, “Do you notice anything different about me?”
She replied, “Well, sir you don‘t have ears.” The Admiral
threw her out also. The third interview was with a Navy
Submarine Yoeman Chief Petty Officer. He was
articulate, looked exiremely sharp and seemed to know
more than the two officers together. The Admiral wanted
this guy, and went ahead with the same question. “Do
you notice anything different about me?* To his
surprise, the Chief said, “Yes sir: you wear contact
lenses.” The Admiral was impressed and thought, what
an incredibly observant CPO and he didn’t mention my
ears. “And how do you know that I wear contacts?” the
Admiral asked. The sharp-witted Chief replied, “Well,
siy, it’s pretty hard to wear glasses with no f—king ears.”
&

New Submarine Tapes now Available:

John Clear (88315), 180 Robin Lane, Port
Ludiow, WA 98365 Phone 360-437-1143; E-mail:
sealbtdt@continet.com,, has now made available the third
tape, with 3 Silent Service stories and a Navy training
film for your pleasure. This new film is only $17.50
(including 8 & H).The second film is still available, with
four viewable - not grainy, “Silent Service” episodes
that weren’t on our 1* run of the 13 grainy ones (last
year). These stories are of the USS TAUTOG, USS
BERGALL, USS TINOSA and USS ASPRO. Also included
is a tape that was made for the Navy in 1940, titled
“Submarines at Sea”. This one has temnific footage
including several boats that were later lost in WW2 ..
unbelievable scenes.

The cost of this 2 %> hour VHS tape is only $20.00
(including shipping), which is the actual cost to produce
g the tape. These tapes are part of our submarine heritage
and therefore are only being offered within the sub
community. So if you want to take advantage of this
price, send John Clear your payment in full for the
quantity you wish.

{Commander's Comments: John Clear is a good guy
who thinks and dreams submarines. Take it from me,
he is very trustworthy.)

The recent loss of the Russian submarine
KURSK was felt greatly by all submariners throughout
the world. For losing a sub and its entire inhabitants in
peacetime, regardiess of its country of origin, is like
losing one of our own. Yes, the American submarine
community moums the death of these brave men
alongside the families of our Russian friends. But, there
are still so many questions to be answered, and
knowing the Russian hierarchy, many, if not most will
never be answered with any degree of accuracy or truth.
First, it is my belief that with upwards of 50 officers
supposedly onboard as reported, this boat with a total
of 118 men, was heavily and dangerously under-
manned by an experienced crew and before sailingwas
already in jeopardy. This type of submarine normally
employs a working crew, including officers, of about

130 men, similar to our own Los Angeles Class. We
can therefore assume that like the LA, KURSK normally
carried an officer compliment of about 14. Not the day
she made her final dive. According to all reports I've
read, there were 118 men onboard (which some
accounts erroneously mention as being her “crew”) ..
. 50 of these were officers. Therefore, about 36 of
these officers were either visiting, training, or there
for some other reason. One thing is certain, these
officers were not part of the KURSK’S “crew” as
casually reported. If there were only 118 men aboard,
which we probably won’t know for certain until, or if,
they ever bring her up, then that means KURSK was
operating at sea for an unspecified time with an actual
working qualified crew of only 68 enlisted men,
including chiefs, plus her normal 14 officers, at least
48 men short, or about only 60% efficiency. Could
things have been different had a fully qualified crew
been onboard checking things over two or three times
as American crews do? Who knows? We don’t even
know if the Russians know for sure what happened
that day or what caused the disaster, no less if it could
have been avoided. But what’s more frightening is that
this may very well be the “standard” for the Russian
Submarine Navy today. Large, scary nuclear submarines
with scary nuclear capabilities, secretly deployed in
oceans around the world, rapidly deteriorating inside
and out from lack of adequate Government funding and
repairs, and manned by far less than sufficient crew
members who are routinely underpaid or unpaid, many §
with questionable qualifications. The horrible state that
Russia is in today makes it one of the poorest monitory
and corrupt countries in the world and no turnaround
is in sight. Every day sees a worse decline in its
economy and both the government and its military are
stealing anything possible to sell on the black market
in order to provide for their families. | heard of one
case where a Captain of one of their nuclear
submarines was actually stealing plutonium from his
ship to sell. Russia is in a deadly down hill spiral and
what scares me most is if the free world cannot help it
tum itself around quickly, China, which has benefited
greatly from the sale of Russian arms and know-how,
is poised right there on her borders, waiting. Better
the world go into hock helping solve Russia’s and our
problems now, than fight a frightening war of self
destruction in the not too distant future. That is if it
isn’t already too late. Last month, two excellent stories
appeared in Midwatch about the recent loss of Russian
Submarine KURSK. Their views were poignant and
most enlightening. But now, I'd like to go even deeper
into the core of the problem, Russia itself. This one
comes out of Moscow by Vladimar Isachenkov, AP,
dated August 18, 2000: “The loss of a Russian nuclear
submarine is just one more catastrophe in a nation
that has been transformed by years of decline and
stagnation from a superpower into a technological
Jjunkyard.

Disasters ranging from crashing airplanes to
industrial accidents have become commonplace in













