


“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”: The Navy Hymn

The song known to United States Navy men and women as the “Navy Hymn,” is a musical benediction that long
has had a special appeal to seafaring men, particularly in the American Navy and the Royal Navies of the British
Commonwealth and which, in more recent years, has become a part of French naval tradition.

The original words were written as a hymn by a schoolmaster and clergyman of the Church of England, the Rev.
William Whiting. Rev. Whiting (1825-1878) resided on the English coast near the sea and had once survived a
furious storm in the Mediterranean. His experiences inspired him to pen the ode, “Eternal Father, Strong to Save.”
In the following year, 1861, the words were adapted to music by another English clergyman, the Rev. John B.
Dykes (1823-1876), who had originally written the music as “Melita” (ancient name for the Mediterranean island
of Malta). Rev. Dykes’ name may be recognized as that of the composer given credit for the music to many other
well-known hymns, including “Holy, Holy, Holy,” “Lead, Kindly Light,” “Jesus, Lover of My Soul,” and “Nearer, My
GodtoThee.” ,

In the United States, in 1879 the late Rear Adm. Charles Jackson Train, an 1865 graduate of the United States
Naval Academy at Annapolis was a lieutenant commander stationed at the Academy in charge of the Midshipman
Choir. In that year, Lt. Comdr. Train inaugurated the present practice of concluding each Sunday’s Divine
Services at the Academy with the singing of the first verse of this hymn.

The hymn, entitled “Eternal Father, Strong to Save,” is found in most Protestant Hymnals. It can be more easily
located in these hymnals by consulting the “index to First Lines” under “Eternal Father, Strong to Save.” The
words have been changed several times since the original hymn by Rev. Whiting was first published in 1860-61.
One will find that the verses as now published differ from the original primarily in the choice of one or two words
in several lines of each verse. However, inasmuch as it is not known whether the original words are now available
in @ hymnal, those original words are given below:

Eternal Father, Strong to save,
Whose arm hath boundthe restless wave,
Who bid’st the mighty Ocean deep
Its own appointed limits keep;
O hear us when we cry to thee,
for those in peril on the sea.

O Christ! Whose voice the waters heard
And hushed their raging at Thy word,
Who walked’st on the foaming deep,
and calm amidst its rage didst sleep;

Oh hear us when we cry to Thee
For those in peril on the seal

Most Holy spirit! Who didst brood
Upon the chaos dark and rude,
And bid its angry tumult cease,

And give, for wild confusion, peace;

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee

For those in peril on the sea!

O Trinity of love and power!

Our brethren shield in danger’s hour;
From rock and tempest, fire and foe,
Protect them wheresoe’er they go;
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee,
"Glad hymns of praise from land and sea.

(continued at “ETERNAL,” on Page 11)

Page 2







From the Wardroom

Shipmates

" We had a fine turn out this last meeting, a few new faces
makes our purpose shine even better.

We have the picnic committee set up, along with our loca-
tion at the Railroad Steam Engine Park, the same place
as we had two years ago.

Our April meeting will be on the 10" with the picnic on the
following Saturday the 17" This will be a catered affair, with
good food and great fellowship. Plan on making it, we will
have a sign up, for picnic attendance at our next meeting.

During our March meeting, we will nominate our new offic-
ers. Please start thinking about what you can do to help the
base grow. Get involved! Let someone know, that you would
like to run for office. Get them to nominate you for the office
you seek.

We have received approval to move the Perch Torpedo for
the powder coatings. We are looking at the cost and best
time to get this task handled. If anyone has any contacts

See “WARDROOM” on page 9

From Beyond the Wardroom

‘Perch Base SubVettes

We have a very productive meetihg last month; | hope
you were able to attend.

We will be having elections at our March meeting. If you
would like to run for an office or be of assistance to your
base in any way, please plan to attend.

Our meeting will be held at the Americana Restaurant,
11001 N 99" Avenue, Peotia, 12 noon, March 13th. It's just
north of the American Legion. Our lunch will be available
from a limited menu, to facilitate the restaurant staff &
hopefully cut our meeting time down a little bit.

I want to say a very HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:

Sandi Prophet — March 1

Iris Vaillancourt —March 13"
Karen Emmett — March 14"
Debbie Newell — March 28"
Brandi Hershey — March 31

Hope to see everyone at the meeting wearing your sham-
rocks.

With fond regards,

Nancy Nelson, President
SubVettes of Perch Base

SUBVETTES MEETING

MINUTES
February Meeting

The fifth monthly meeting of the SUBVETTES of Perch Base
was convened atthe Americana Restaurant, Peoria, Arizona
at 1245 hours, February 14, 2004. There were 19 members
in attendance. President Nancy Nelson called the meeting
to order and conducted the Pledge of Allegiance. Betty Weber
led the members in a prayer of invocation.

A motion was made by Muriel Grieves and seconded by
Betty Weber that the minutes from the January meeting be
approved as published in the Base Newsletter, “The
Midwatch”. Motion carried.

Vice President Kay Harnish reported on the Base’s finan-
cial status as of January 31, 2004. A motion to accept the
report as read was made by Linda Wall and seconded by
Karen Emmett. Motion carried.

President Nancy Nelson reminded members that raffle tick-
ets were available for two (2) Dolphin Statues and that there
would be separate drawings for each statue.

OLD BUSINESS

President Nancy Nelson distributed, to all members, conies
of the Base Constitution and By-Laws that incorporated re-
visions made due to National amendments. Kay Harnish
made a motion to vote on the changes as a whole and Jackie
Hawkins seconded that motion. The changes voted on are
as follows:

Constitution

ARTICLE VI — MEMBERSHIP, section (a): “Members of
SubVettes will be the wives, sisters, mothers, daughters,
grandmothers, granddaughters, or widows, 16 years of age
or older, of current or former members of the United States
Submarine Veterans, Inc. and/or members now on eternal
patrol.”

ARTICLE VI - MEMBERSHIF, section (f). “Members are
eligible for Life Membership at 25 years of age and older.”

By-Laws

ARTICLE Ill - VOTING section (3): “Members voting privi-
leges begin at 18 years of age for National elections. All
regular and associate members will be allowed to vote in
Base elections.”

ARTICLE IV — OFFICERS, section (b): “The prerequisite
See “SUBVETTES” on page 6
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(continued from “SUBVETTES,” page 4)

for Base Office is that a Nominee must be 18 years of age
and a primary base member in good standing.”

President Nancy Nelson called for a vote on the proposed
revisions. The above changes to the Constitution and By-
Laws were accepted by a unanimous vote of all members in
attendance.

NEW BUSINESS

President Nancy Nelson advised members of a proposal
made by the Board to open a Base savings account to hold
funds collected for life membership dues. The proposal was
passed by a unanimous vote of the members.

Nancy also advised members of the Board’s decision to make
a $100 donation to the Scholarship Fund in Ed Brooks’ name.
Nancy voiced her appreciation for his support of the SubVettes
through his donation of a set of dolphins for our very first
raffie, making flag stands and flags for special events and
our new raffle ticket drum. Members voiced their apprecia-
tion with a round of applause and a unanimous vote to ap-
prove the donation.

Nancy Nelson announced that elections would be held for
officers atthe March 13 meeting of the SubVettes. Kathryn
Otreba was named Election Chairperson, Brandi Harshey
and Heather Newell volunteering their assistance in coordi-
nating nominations. A nomination was made for Karen
Emmett as Treasurer to replace Debbie Newell. Any further
nominations may be made at the next meeting and mem-
bers are advised to contact Kathryn Otreba with any ques-
tions.

President Nancy Nelson made note of the fact that April 11
is National Submariners Day and is seeking ideas from mem-
bers on ways to show appreciation to our Submariners.

Members were advised that the next meeting of the
SubVettes would be held at the Americana Restaurant on
March 13 at 1200 hours.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER

President Nancy Nelson announced that the SubVettes of
Perch Base currently has 37 members.

Happy Birthday wishes went out to Dorothy Crider (Feb 12),
LilAsbell (Feb 17), and Susan Day (Feb 17).

Members were also advised that Bobbie Chapman’s hus-
band would be undergoing surgery at Boswell Hospital. Mem-
bers are encouraged to keep our thoughts and prayers with
those in need.

DRAWING

The raffle for the first dolphin statue concluded and Millie
Hillman was the winner; after which, the raffle for the second
dolphin statue concluded and Jackie Hawkins was the win-
ner. ‘

ADJOURNMENT

Alithe outstanding business being concluded, a motion was
made by Kay Harnish and seconded by Debbie Newell that
the meeting of the SubVettes of Perch Base be adjourned.
The meeting was adjourned at 1400 hours.

Signed:
Debbie Newell, Secretary

Nautical Nuances

or,
Did You Know?

Down the hatch
Here's a drinking expression that seems to have its origins in sea
freight, where cargoes are lowered into the hatch. First used by
seamen, it has only been traced back to the turn of the century.

Duffle
A name given to a Sailor's personal effects. Also spelled duffel, it
referred to his principal clothing as well as to the seabag in which
he carried and stowed it. The term comes from the Flemish town of
Duffel near Antwerp, and denotes arough woolen cloth made there.

Dungarees
The modern Sailor's work clothes. The term is not modern, however,
but dates to the 18th century and comes from the Hindi word dungri,
for a type of Indian cotton cloth.

Page 6






Eternal Patrol

March 3, 1942

Editors Note: Less we forget, each month, one boat on
eternal patrol will be highlighted in this newsletter.
Sailors, rest your oars.
U.S.S. Perch (SS-176)
6 men lost
(as POW'’s)

Having been serviced at Port Darwin, Australia, PERCH
(LCDR D. A. Hurt) departed on February 3, 1942 for her
second patrol, in the Java Sea. At this time the Japanese
campaign to secure the Netherlands East Indies was at its
height. They had effectively neutralized the Philippines, and
their fall was only a matter of time. The Japanese were
forcing their way down the Strait of Makassar, and an inva-
sion of Borneo or Java was imminent.

From February 8 to 23 PERCH was sent several reports
concerning enemy concentrations near her area, and was
directed to patrol or perform reconnaissance in various po-
sitions near the islands of the Java Sea. On February 25
she was directed to go through Salajar Strait and patrol
along the 100-fathom curve northeast of the Kangean Is-
lands as part of the force then attempting to defend Java.

On February 25 she reported two previous attacks with nega-
tive results, and stated that she had received a shell hit in
her conning tower, which, damaging the antenna trunk, made
transmissions uncertain, but she could receive. On Febru-
ary 27, she sent a contact report on two cruisers and three
destroyers. No further reports were received from her and
she failed to arrive in Fremantle where she had been or-
dered by dispatch.

The following account of what happened to PERCH is taken
from a statement made by her surviving Commanding Of-
ficer, who was repatriated at the end of hostilities, having
been held by the enemy. The last station assignment was
given PERCH on February 28, 1942, in the Java Sea. A
large enemy convoy had been cruising about for several

days, awaiting to land on Java; now the objective had been
discovered and submarines were to disregard their areas
and attack at the landing point.

Shortly after surfacing on the night of March 1, PERCH
sighted two destroyers, and dove. After the destroyers had
passed well clear, they came back, one near PERCH. Hurt
prepared to attack with torpedoes, but at 800 to 1,000 yards
the destroyerturned straight toward him. The Commanding
Officer ordered 180 feet. At 90 to 100 feet, the destroyer
passed over and dropped a string of depth charges; shortly
thereafter PERCH hit bottom at 147 feet.

During the depth charge attacks, which followed, the ship
lost power on her port screw, but she managed to pull clear
of the bottom and surface when depth charging had ceased.
Shortly before dawn two Japanese destroyers again were
sighted, and once more PERCH went to the bottom, this
time at 200 feet. Efforts to move from the bottom were un-
successful, and the attackers continued depth charging until
after daylight.

At dusk on March 2, PERCH again surfaced after an hour
of effort. There was no enemy in sight. Reduction gears
were in bad shape, there were serious electrical grounds
and broken battery jars, and the engine room hatch leaked
badly, so arrangements were made to scuttle if necessary.

On trying to dive before sunrise on March 3, 1942; it was
found that due to the severe depth charge attacks she had
been through, water poured in from conning tower and en-
gine room hatches, the three-inch circulating water line and
leaks in the hull. Nothing the crew did seemed to help the
leakage and while further attempts were being made to re-
pair the ship, three enemy destroyers came in sight and
opened fire. The submarine’s gun was inoperative and tor-
pedoes could not be fired. Enemy depth charges had caused
three of PERCH’s torpedoes to run in their tubes, and the
heat, exhaust gases and mounting nervous tension aggra-
vated already extremely difficult conditions. The decision
was made to abandon and scuttle her. The entire crew got
into the water safely, and Japanese ships picked all up. LT
K. G. Schact, a PERCH survivor, that “loss of air and oil
during attacks caused both previous enemy groups to be-
lieve their target had been destroyed’, makes the signifi-
cant statement of Japanese antisubmarine capabilities.

Personnel of PERCH were held for a few days on a Dutch
Hospital Ship and transferred on March 10 1942 to a prison
camp at Makkasser, Clebes, Dutch West Indies until found
by Brigadier General Barnes on Sept. 13, 1945. Fifty-three
of their crewmembers were handed over to the United States
at the end of the war. PERCH was credited with sinking a
5,000-ton enemy freighter on her first patrol, conducted
west of the Philippines.
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(“S-35" from previous page)
proaching on a course, which would bring them over her
position. Ahalf hour later, the two enemy ships passed over-
head, one to port, the other to starboard. Repair work was
then resumed.

On 6 August, S-35 began her 7th war patrol. Standing out
of Dutch Harbor, she made for Attu, topped off in Massacre
Bay; then proceeded to her patrol area. Onthe 19th, cracks
developed in the port engine crankshaft and couplings; and
she turned back for Dutch Harbor. Overhaul followed her
return; and on 26 November, she was again ready to hunt
in the Kurils. She shifted north; reconnoitered the Kamchatka
coast; then, headed home. En route, engineering defects
again became critical, and almost 20 hours were spent in
repairs. On the 25th, she arrived at Attu; and, on the 30th,
she entered Dutch Harbor to complete her last war patrol.

Fleet submarines now replaced the World War I-designed
types. The Aleutian S-boats, as with those operating in other
areas, were reassigned to training duty or designated for
inactivation. S-35 was assigned to Pearl Harbor where she
arrived in mid-February 1944 and immediately commenced
training operations. In the spring, she was ordered to the
Marshalls. Through the summer, she provided training ser-
vices out of Majuro and Eniwetok, and then returned to
Pearl Harbor. In January 1945, she proceeded to San Di-
ego for inspection and repairs, and, in February, she re-
turned to Oahu for use as-a damage control scheo! ship.
Decommissioned on 19 March 1945, she served as a school
ship and then as a target ship. Her huik was sunk by tor-
pedo fire on 4 April 1946.

$S-35 was awarded one battle star for her service during
World War Il.

Anti-subrnarine warfaee frobdng for
BOE W %

(“ETERNAL” from page 2)

It will be noted that in the Hymnal (1940) of the Protestant
Episcopal Church, the second and third verses of the hymn
are different from those second and third verses published
elsewhere. These substitutions give recognition to changing
aspects of our culture, particularly the advent of additional
modes of transportation — the automobile and the airplane.
The Episcopal second and third verses are:

Q Christ, the Lord of hill and plain
O’er which our traffic runs amain,
by mountain pass or valley low,
Wherever Lord thy brethren go;
Protect them by Thy guardian hand
From every peril on the land.

O Spirit, Whom the Father send
To spread abroad the Firmament;
O wind of heaven, by Thy Might,
Save allwho dare the eagle’s flight;
And keep them by Thy watchful care
From every peril in the air.

The Presbyterian Church, USA, likewise has added a new
verse which recognizes the advent of the field of aviation.
The best information available indicates that this new verse
to “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” appeared in 1943 in a
little booklet then entitled, “ A book of Worship and Devotion
for the Armed Forcas,” published by the Board of Christian
Education of the Presbyterian Church, USA. All indications
are that this new verse can be traced back to a completely
separate hymn, “Lord, Guard and Guide the Men Who Fly,”
written by Mary C.D. Hamilton in 1915, during the First World
War. From this hymn, the first verse and the last two lines to
the fourth verse were taken to form this new verse to “Eter-
nal Father, Strong to Save.” This new verse, as appearing in
the little Presbyterian booklet, is as follows:

Lord, guard and guide the men who fly,
Through the great spaces of the sky;
Be with them traversing the air,

In darkening storms or sunshine fair.
O God, protect the men who fly,
Through lonely ways beneath the sky.

Apparently, during or shortly after World War Il, someone
in the Navy familiar with the words above adapted this verse
for choral rendition. The adaptation changed a word or two
here and there and substituted two new fifth and six lines.
What some might call the “Naval Aviation version” is a fol-
lows:

Lord, guard and guide the men who fly
Through the great spaces in the sky,
Be with them always in the air,

In dark’ning storms or sunlight fair.
O, Hear us when we lift our prayer,
For those in peril in the air.
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